SPORTS

City vying to become permanent home of Canadian Open

ADAM MARTIN-ROBBINS
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Vaughan is a soccer city,
but it has a shot at becom-
ing a mecca for golf.

City councillors are tak-
ing a swing at scoring the
future, permanent home of
the Canadian Open. But
first, the municipality and
Golf Canada must complete
a due diligence process.

The aim is to determine
if the 200-acre North Maple
Regional Park along with
an adjacent 700 acres of
land, including the Keele
Valley dump, could be com-
bined to create an integrat-
ed park featuring an 18-hole
championship golf course
plus a host of other sports
and recreation facilities.

"I think it’s a great op-
portunity,” said Bill Paul,
Golf Canada’s chief cham-
pionship officer.

He’s been seeking a per-
manent home for the Cana-
dian Open since 2014, when
he was tournament direc-
tor, as he felt the presti-
gious tournament should
put down roots after years
of rotating to courses
across Canada.

That was the plan in the
mid-1970s when legendary
golfer Jack Nicklaus was
hired to design Oakville’s
Glen Abbey Golf Club,
which houses the Canadian
Golf Museum and Hall of
Fame and Golf Canada’s
headquarters.

Glen Abbey has served
as the main venue, hosting
the tournament 29 times,
but it’s not an option as a
permanent home because
owner ClubLink plans on
convertingitinto a subdivi-
sion.

Paul’s vision has
evolved since 2014 into cre-
ating a facility that in-
cludes the hall of fame, a
development course for
youngsters and a champi-
onship course located next
to baseball diamonds, soc-
cer pitches, tennis and bas-
ketball courts.

The hope being that kids
playing those sports might
wander over, try swinging a
club and fall in love with
golf, which is struggling to
attract younger players.

Paul initially scouted
about 35 locations across
Canada, which he’s whit-
tled down to four. He won’t
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Garrett Rank of Elmira, with his brother Kyle looking on, tees off on the 16th
hole Thursday during the opening round of the RBC Canadian Open at the Glen
Abbey Golf Club in Oakville.

divulge the other locations.

This week, Vaughan
council voted to go through
the due diligence process,
expected to cost between

$700,000 and $1 million
shared between the city
and Golf Canada, in hopes
of being chosen.

They will look at the ar-

ea bounded by Kirby Road,
Major Mackenzie Drive,
Dufferin Street and Keele
Street.

"Nicklaus looked at it

and loved the property and
loved the opportunity,”
Paul said.

The Canadian Open
comes with a nice prize for
the host municipality.

In 2016, the tournament
reportedly attracted more
than 100,000 spectators and
delivered an estimated $15
million to $20 million boost
to the local economy.

"T think the proposal
from Golf Canada may hold
the answer to the park’s
completion. . This (North
Maple Regional Park) plan-
ning process goes back de-
cades and, I think, it’s time
to move forward," Mayor
Maurizio Bevilacqua said.
"I think it’s wise for us, as a
city, to look at it very, very
closely and do the due dili-
gence that is required. But
itis an exciting project that
deserves our attention."

It’sunclear how it would
affect Eagle’s Nest Golf
Club, located at the south-
east corner of the site.

Paul said he’s spoken
with the owners and the po-
tential impact will factor
into the due diligence pro-
cess. Selection of a pre-
ferred site is expected be-
fore Dec. 1.

ENTERTAINMENT

Vaughan film
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A postapocalyptic ani-
mated film from South Ko-
rea, a Belgian drama about
a man trying to rescue his
wife from a lighthouse and
an Italian drama about the
tense relationship between
a veteran playwright and
his attractive, young com-
panion scored Best Film
nominations at this year’s

Vaughan International
Film Festival.

Green Light by Korean
director Seongmin Kim,
Nimmer by Belgian direc-
tor Lieven Vanhove and
Black Comedy by Italian
filmmaker Luigi Pané, were
announced as finalists in
that category during the
festival’s spring launch at
Vaughan Mills Tuesday,
April 18.

They were selected from

festival unveils award nominees

a slate of 18 short films from
nine countries - including
Australia, Austria, Canada,
France, United Arab Emir-
ates and the United States -
being screened at the fifth
annual festival, running
May 15 to 18.

Closer to home, nomi-
nees for Best Student film
are: Plantboy: Rise of the
Seed from Father Bressani
Catholic High in Wood-
bridge; The Other Side from
TD Christian High School

in Woodbridge; and Adven-
tures of a Stickman from St.
Edmund Campion Second-
ary School in Brampton.

The victor garners
$2,000 for the department
that helped the students
create the film.

Best Student Film final-
ists were selected from
among 17 entries from nine
high schools that kick off
the first block of screenings
Monday, May 15 at Colossus
Vaughan Cinemas, 3555

RIL 29" & 30"

9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Trio Sportsplex
601 Cityview Blvd.
Vaughan ON

Highway 7.

The second block of film
screenings runs Wednes-
day, May 17 at Colossus
Vaughan.

Other award nominees
include: Best Actor - Oscar
Isaac (Lightning Face), For-
tunato Cerlino (Black Com-
edy), Shawn Christensen
(Cul-De-Sac) Best Actress -
Aurora Giovinazzo (A Girl
Like You), Catherine Mor-
vell (Where We Live), Anto-
nia Liskova (Black Come-

dy) Best Director - Luigi Pa-
né (Black Comedy), Hen-
ning Backhaus (Good
Night), Lieven Vanhove
(Nimmer) Best Documenta-
ry - Hartom, I am the Wolf
and Omnia Best Cinema-
tography - Justin Derry
(Cul-De-Sac), Alfonso Chin
(Haley) and Marc Van Ack-
er (Nimmer)

Winners will be an-
nounced at the awards cere-
mony May 18 at Terrace
Banquet Centre.

FREE ADMISSION

SWAG BAGS & PRIZES!

Experience all day stage performances!
Kid friendly activity stations!
Bouncy Castles, Legos and Play Areas!
Over 50,000 square feet of fun!
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