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ANTONIO IENCO, MPSE
VFF Co-Founder

(Zk vaughanfilmfestival.com

To be able to navigate through two years of a pandemic and arise from it with not only an
appreciation for what we do, but to be reminded of the important role that art plays in our lives is
truly a blessing.

In our case, we use film as a catalyst to bring community together and it’s this celebration of short
film that has nestled its way into all of our hearts. From dramas like “Mi ojo derecho” that brought a
full theatre to tears, and comedies like “Made Public” having us burst out into communal laughter,
to heartfelt animations like “One Small Step”, encouraging us all to dream big. These stories have
captivated our audiences and continue to bring filmmakers and goers back year after year.

And why short film? Because it's a stepping stone for emerging filmmakers; it peeks the interest of
people that may not otherwise be interested in independent film; it creates the ability to travel the
globe in under two hours; and because it aligns with the appetite for short format videos on social
media. For these reasons and many more | believe short film is truly the future of the industry and |
cannot wait to see what new stories these incredible Creatives come up with next.

So, to you reading this, if there was ever a time that you wanted to tell your story and didn’t know
where to start, it starts here and now with an idea that is fuelled by a passion to have your stories
heard. | quote the all inspiring Ted Lasso: “Just listen to your gut, and on the way down to your gut,
check in with your heart. Between those two things, they'll let you know what'’s what.”

So cheers to all the Creatives. Keep doing your thing because the world needs your stories and VFF
is happy to share them through the power of short film.

Sincerely,
The real All N
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Antonlo lenco, MPSE



MAYOR’S MESSAGED

Welcome to the Vaughan International Film Festival! Throughout its ten-year history, this
vibrant event has captured the imagination of artists and movie lovers from across Canada
and around the globe.

One of the greatest gifts we can share with future generations is our appreciation of the
arts — they are a vital part of the diversity that enhances our city in many beautiful ways.
Enriching people’s lives with art and cultural expression helps foster a welcoming, vibrant
and inclusive society for all.

Film has the power to captivate and inspire; it can be joyful, thrilling or heart-wrenching.

It is more than just a medium. It is truly a defining element of our personal and national /
identities. | want to thank everyone who breathes life into this exciting event, including the
committee members, organizers, volunteers, creators and artists.

- So let’s drop the lights and call action on this year’s festival — enjoy!

Sincerely, y

Mayor of Vaughan

Steven Del Duca
Mayor of Vaughan
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vaughanfilmfestival.com

DAY 1 - MONDAY JUNE 19

sponsored by
7:00pm ¢ sandra faire & ivan fecan theatre at york u =
83 york boulevard, north york Panasonlc

sponsored by

9:00pm -« theatre lobby Chenarnstenncss

DAY 2 - TUESDAY JUNE 20

7:00pm - the terrace banquet centre
1680 creditstone road, vaughan

9 h kh b sponsored by
:00pm - chop steakhouse & bar TREASURE HILL

41 colossus drive, vaughan



DAY 3 - WEDNESDAY JUNE 21

7:00pm - the terrace banquet centre
1680 creditstone road, vaughan

9:00pm ° chop steakhouse & bar
41 colossus drive, vaughan

DAY 4 - THURSDAY JUNE 22

6:00pm - the terrace banquet centre
1680 creditstone road, vaughan

10:00pm - the terrace banquet centre
red carpet

sponsored by
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Spirit of 6 \ Steven
Generosity‘ 7~ Del Duca
Vaughan’s Commitment to Change Lives

ASSEMIBLY
PARK
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CADILLAC
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TOURISM

vaughan
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Minuteman
Press. ...

" WE DESIGN, PRINT & PROMOTE...YOU!

ALPA LUMBER GROUP

official printing partner

rnvcrmuo
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TREASURE HILL

for generations.

vaughanfilmfestival.com
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official hospitality partner

LEE Rocca
| FormiNG Lrp. |
@ZZ NW PROVEMENT

-~ . _ Sy MEDI SPA & LASER CLINIC
St 1963
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aurora high school st. joan of arc tommy douglas

catholic high school secondary school
DRAMEDY ANIMATION COMEDY
Marg discovers a misplaced letter A woman who has become A high school teacher is determined to
asking for help. A new adventure completely absorbed in vivid sensory  get his skipping students back to class
begins as she rushes to get to her details; to try and forget her past, by any means necessary.
destination in time. she must learn to move forward and

appreciate life again.

vaughanfilmfestival.com



MONDA UNE DERSTUDENT FILMS T

father bressani john cabot st. elizabeth

catholic high school catholic secondary school catholic high school
DOCUMENTARY SCI-FI DRAMA

As time flies and adulthood A young man alone in a world A young woman who has just got
looms around the corner, Adriano seemingly destroyed by extraterrestrial  lucky, is eager to embark on a new
understands that every moment beings. journey; but first helps out a friend who
counts. Reflecting on the good, the is in need.

bad and even the ugly. y
y
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richmond hill
high school

PSYCHOLOGICAL THRILLER

st. elizabeth
catholic high school

HORROR

maxwell heights
secondary school

ANIMATION

A brilliant student rushes to take a
crucial exam, but when she finally
stumbles in, a far more perplexing
challenge presents itself - how does
she pass?

vaughanfilmfestival.com

After a face-off with a hungry dog,
a shadowy figure travels through an
abstract space where he must face
both darkness and light.

A film representing what one feels
during a panic attack, as expressed
through a video game. The cause is
unknown in the moment, and it feels
like a sensory overload. A fuse with too
much current.



alexander mackenzie
high school

HORROR-COMEDY

alexander mackenzie
high school

DOCUMENTARY
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bill crothers
secondary school

DOCUMENTARY

=1L WS

A string of grisly murders within a

high school marks the start of a fatal
countdown. As pieces of this murder
mystery fall into place, highschooler,
Celeia Murphy, has only one choice:
fight against the clock or get glocked
by the croc.

An investigation of prominent issues
within the new generation of modern
teenagers. From Instagram to the
pandemic, this documentary is a peek
into the minds of Gen Z.

Through judgemental commentary,
We Can Too addresses the unfair
treatment women receive in the world
of sport. But the ultimate goal to uplift
young women involved in sport is
stronger than ever.

96y J 0O



3 STUDENT FILMSEYMON

queen’s collegiate

DRAMA

our lady queen of the world
catholic academy

THRILLER

st. elizabeth
catholic high school

DRAMA

The daily tedious routine of a teenager
as she navigates through school and
life. While the everyday routine can be
very exhausting, this film reminds us
how important it is to get some rest.

vaughanfilmfestival.com

A year after the death of his wife,
Ronald is befriended by a woman
who promises to reunite them. When a
routine meal with the woman takes a
turn, he is taken away by the woman

- to a new beginning, to see his wife
again.

Ateen influencer has had enough

of hiding her true identity. Instead of
posting her normal weekly video, she
posts an insightful self-monologue
video to show others what it truly is like
to be an influencer today.



thornlea secondary school

DRAMEDY

A student vandalizes a classroom

beyond reparr. Five suspected students 14 natwork with other student filmmakers

are locked in a classroom and are - -
|
given an hour to admit who was in and H’WdUSUy profes&onals.

the wrong. But in this world, it doesn't
matter who did it; it matters who goes
down.

sponsored by
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IT'S A
FORMAL
AFFAIR

dress to impress
at the awards
show to be
featured on

our sitel




PERFORMING LIVE ON JUNE 22
AT THE VFF AWARDS

v

VIRGINIA TO VEGAS




china
DRAMA

argentina
ANIMATION

usa
COMEDY

Mai, an eleven year old Chinese girl, turns

into a feather duster at her baby brother’s
first birthday party; soon after learning her
parents only ever wanted a boy.

best actress

vaughanfilmfestival.com

A journey through the conflictive
relationship between a man, his social
environment and codes.

A ramen chef spends his final night
alive hanging out with the Grim Reaper.
Through a bowl of ramen, they discover
the joyous side of Death.

best actor,
best cinematography



united kingdom
ANIMATION-SURREALISM

canada
DARK COMEDY-THRILLER

belgium
DRAMA

Driving along the motorway, Will

loses his sense of scale. As his crippling
drug addiction deepens, he struggles to
unpick the sequence of events that led to
his predicament, before he's lost forever.

During one of his trips into the wilderness,
a lone hiker will make a macabre
discovery. What started as a tranquil
weekend getaway will soon transform into
a fight for survival.

best cinematography

A happy marriage, a beautiful dress, a
romantic wedding night, the children,
the time of happiness... Years passing
and leaving traces, lies, broken promises,
distance, betrayal... Chronicle of a death
foretold, autopsy of a marriage like so
many others, or maybe not.

best film

ﬁvd‘IEuO
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canada
DRAMA

usa
THRILLER

Newly employed in an emergency shelter
for people experiencing homelessness,
Genevieve is shocked to meet again
with Camille, a young woman whom she
believed to have successfully reinserted
while being her social worker.

best actress, best film

vaughanfilmfestival.com

Two former best friends reunite in a
changed world, finally confronting the
demons that ripped them apart.

best actress

GOT PLANS AFTER THE
INT’L SCREENINGS?

® © 06 06 06 06 0 06 0 0 0 & 0 6 0 0 0 O O o o0

TREASURE HILL
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switzerland
DRAMA

canada canada
COMEDY ANIMATION-DOCUMENTARY

A teenager in search of recognition, a
worker ready to do anything to hit the
jackpot, a senior executive at the end of
his career who wants to prove to himself
that he is still alive. Three characters who
are losing speed on the competition
highway...

best director

Carrie questions the institution of marriage A psychotherapist struggling with climate
in this feel-good rom-com with a modern  anxiety explores what it means to live in @
twist. dying world.

@6V Jool:)
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canada canada brazil

DRAMA DRAMEDY HORROR

One bad night for a New York City delivery  Jimmy has been chosen to be one of the  After the death of her mother, a 10-year-

driver. Mars colonizers due to a rare biological old girl gone quiet and her aching father
attribute. Alison has planned a party for must confront grief in its most nefarious

Jimmy, the love of her life, at their local bar. - form.
No one shows up. Jimmy and Alison are
left alone to confront their future apart.

best cinematography best director, best film

vaughanfilmfestival.com



islamic republic of iran
ANIMATION

germany
DRAMA

spain
DARK COMEDY

In the land occupied with the sprayers
army, no one has the right to grow any
kind of plant- in public or in private. One
day, a soldier finds a seed buried deep
down in the dust, and his curiosity is just
the beginning of something extraordinary,
something big, something revolutionary.

The story is being narrated from the point
of view of Taha, a six-year-old boy who
has been raised by a misogynist father
and lives in a society where women have
no freedom of choice. He finds out that
his sister wants to escape with her lover.
Now the decision is his whether to reveal
the secret to his father or not.

Lifetime friends and mafiosos, Victor and
Nacho, have been tortured and chained
to a cement block. While Nacho struggles
desperately to break free, Victor tries to
figure out why their boss has betrayed
them. They reflect on their lives and their
past, but then Nacho makes a confession
that will change their lives forever.

best actor, best director

©6vJnal)



NOMINATIONS

daniel guzman

cemento y acero
(concrete and steel)

BEST ACTOR

sarah zhai
a roadside banquet

BEST ACTRESS

BEST CINEMATOGRAPHY | ;*:;3:;:;'::‘;;:

patrick hanser
aperio

BEST DIRECTOR

aperio

BEST FILM | brazil

‘ vaughanfilmfestival.com

luis tosar

cemento y acero
(concrete and steel)

rosalie fortier

I'autre rive
(a shore away)

| norm li
same old

oriol villar

cemento y acero
(concrete and steel)

I'autre rive
(a shore away)
canada

bobby lee
death and ramen

camille chen
make the call

nicolas abaunza
trail

zoel aeschbacher
fairplay

(just married)
belgium

un mariage heureux
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CMapfair

ELECTRIC LTD.

S PARTNERS
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ITALIAN FAST CASUAL <l ! ) CELEBRITY LIMOUSINE
BN S S STEAKHOUSE CSERVICE INC-
TORONTO
official dessert official cuisine official wine official afterparty official transportation
partner partner partner partner partner

vaughanfilmfestival.com



2023 INDIE LEADER RECIPIENT
LAURA VANDERVOORT

Best known for...

* Bitten

« Smallville

* Jigsaw

Indie projects include...
» Age of Dysphoria
» My Soul to Take
» Unspeakable

©6v ool
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school of the arts, media
performance & design

official student screening

partner

A
~

Antoniette Catenacci
Haute Couture

official dress
partner

vaughanfilmfestival.com

official photography
partner

7'

FULL MOON
VANGUARD
SECURITY

rerlf

MENSWEAR SHOP

official suit
partner

official security
partner

M: PHOTOGRAPHY

B2

DOOR 24

CREATIVEAGENCY

official videography
partner

& et

100% NUT-FREE BAKED GOODS

supporting
partner



2023 SANDRA PICCOLO
TRAILBLAZER RECIPIENT

MARK LANZA

Best known for...

* Independence Day
» Reacher

 True Lies

rnvcrmuQ
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Proud Partner of
The Vaughan International Film Festival

Official Plating and Polishing
of the VFF Golden Reels

www.vaughanmetal.com + 416.743.7500




Congratulations to all
VFF AWARD NOMINEES
AND HONOREES!




RESHMI
NAIR

spring
launch
host

LEE-ANNE
GALLOWAY

int’'l
block 2
host

vaughanfilmfestival.com

DR. SARAH
BAY-CHENG

student
screening
host

NICOLE
SERVINIS

awards
show red
carpet
host

JULIA
SUPPA

int’l
block 1
host

STEPHANIE
HENRY

awards
show
host



Congratulations to our friends at VFF on another successful year.
We are very proud of them and look forward to supporting
their team for many more years to come!

Minuteman
Press. ,.c...

" WE DESIGN, PRINT & PROMOTE...YOU!

At Minuteman Press, we pride ourselves on
personal service. We can transform your vision
into a creative, professional product.

With over four decades of award-winning
industry experience, Minuteman Press will
Design, Print and Promote... You.

Two Locations in Vaughan to Serve You Better!

100 Bass Pro Mills Dr., Unit 52
905.660.3088 * vaughan@mmpvaughan.com
www.mmpvaughan.com

161 Pennsylvania Ave., Unit 2
905.761.0225 ¢ sales@mmpwoodbridge.com
www.mmpwoodbridge.com

f@ mmpvaughan
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Ernie Gabbana .«
D E M E L I S CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANT

_ _ 216 Chrislea Road. Suite 505
Construction. Maintenance. Management. Woodbridge. Ontario LUL 8S5

erniegabbana@belinet.ca

LR e Tel: 905.261.1299  Fax: 905.264.1u33
905.417.1250 info@demelis.ca Mobile: U16.278.9171
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VAUGHAN INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 2023
A GAME CHANGER PprobuCTION
STARRING RESHMI NAIR, JULIA SUPPA, LEE-ANNE GALLOWAY, DR. SARAH BAY-CHENG,
NICOLE SERVINIS anp STEPHANIE HENRY musicBy VIRGINIA TO VEGAS
DIRECTOR OF CINEMATOGRAPHY DOOR 24 DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY MAPLE STAR PHOTOGRAPHY
ProoucTION DESIGN EMPIRE AUDIO VISUAL ano MINUTEMAN PRESS VAUGHAN
DIRECTEDBY ANTONIO [ENCO, JESSICA GUIDO, JANE RANJANANTHAM, ALEX LAPPANO anp BRITTANY VARGAS
PRESENTED BY GREENPARK GROUP

Vaugh
International *Greenggﬂgw G |GENERAL AUDIENCES

Film Festival All Ages Admitted

a2
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FULL MOON
VANGUARD
SECURITY

SPECIAL EVENTS HOTELS & RESIDENCE
CORPORATE « WEDDINGS ACCESS CONTROL « CCTV

FESTIVALS « CONCERTS EMERGENCY RESPONSE « PATROL

(416) 723-4615

info@fullmoonvanguard.com fullmoonvanguard.com @fullmoonvanguard



